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Purpose

The purpose of this workshop is to describe and 
practice writing a scholarly paper. 

1. I will introduce the importance of topic 
selection

2. I will explain the importance of writing papers 
in high quality journals 

3. I will explain the main points that need to be 
addressed in each of the major sections 
commonly found in scholarly papers. 



WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO SELECT A 

GOOD RESEARCH TOPIC?



Research….

 The process of exploring the unknown, studying and learning new 

things, building new knowledge about things that no one has 

understood before - that is what we think of as performing 

research

 The activity of a diligent and systematic inquiry or investigation in 

an area, with the objective of discovering or revising facts, 

theories, applications etc.  The goal is to discover and 

disseminate new knowledge



A good topic is a key for international 

publication!!

Although you write your paper very well, if the topic is 

not good, your effort will be useless

Why is it Important to Select a Good 

Research Topic?



Criteria for a Good Research Topic

 A good research topic should be: 

 Feasible (can be done/workable ) 

 Interesting (up-to-date, wider audience, etc.)

 Novel (solving theoretical gap)

 Ethical

 Relevant (has an implication)

These criteria have been collectively called the FINER 
formula (Hulley et al., 2001)



WHERE TO GET INSPIRATIONS FOR 

YOUR RESEARCH TOPICS? 

EVALUATING JOURNAL QUALITY



What should we do to get insight of a 

good topic?
 Read, Read and Read…

 Know good journals and conferences in your research area

 1) top conferences 

For example: portal.core.edu.au/conf-ranks/

 2) Edited and peer reviewed book chapters

 3) Journals 



Sources to Search Journal Rankings

 Example from Information Systems communities

 ABDC - Australian Business Deans Council 

(http://www.abdc.edu.au/master-journal-list.php)

 ACPHIS - Australian Council of Professors and Heads of 
Information Systems (http://www.acphis.org.au/v2wp/rank-

order/)

 Association of Business School (ABS) journal list 

(www.kfs.edu.eg/com/pdf/20820152253917.pdf)

 Reputable database:

 Scopus (ww.scimagojr.com)

Web of Science ISI Thomson

http://www.acphis.org.au/v2wp/rank-order/
http://www.kfs.edu.eg/com/pdf/20820152253917.pdf


Sources to Search Journal Rankings



Sources to Search Journal Rankings



Predatory Journals

 Use names on editorial boards without consent or change names on photos (see Ottawa 
Citizen link)

 Invitations to fake conferences

 Become members of legitimate organizations such as COPE (Committee on Publication 
Ethics)

 Easily get an ISSN or a fake impact factor

 List of predatory journals can be found in: https://predatoryjournals.com/

http://ottawacitizen.com/technology/science/the-editor-is-late-fake-science-journals-hit-new-low


Impact Factor Palsu (Bogus)

Journal Impact Factor is from Journal Citation Report (JCR), a product of Thomson ISI (Institute for Scientific Information). 
JCR provides quantitative tools for evaluating journals.

Perhitungan impact factor PALSU (Bogus Impact Factor Companies)?

 CiteFactor ➔ http://www.citefactor.org

 Global Impact Factor ➔ http://globalimpactfactor.com

 ISRA: Journal Impact Factor(JIF) ➔ http://www.israjif.org

 IMPACT Journals ➔ http://www.impactjournals.us

 General Impact Factor (GIF) ➔ http://generalimpactfactor.com

 Journal Impact Factor (JIF) ➔ http://www.jifactor.com

 Universal Impact Factor ➔ http://uifactor.org

 IndexCopernicus ➔ http://journals.indexcopernicus.com

 International Impact Factor Services (IIFS) ➔ http://impactfactorservice.com

 ISI International Scientific Indexing ➔ http://isindexing.com

Selain DOAJ terdapat beberapa indeking serupa:

 Directory of Research Journals Indexing ➔ www.drji.org

 CABELL’S Directories ➔ http://www.cabells.com

Other providers documents, papers and essays?

 EDU Libs ➔ https://edulibs.org

 ISSUU ➔ http://issuu.com

Modified from Tole S, Rakornas APTIKOM, 2016

http://www.citefactor.org/
http://globalimpactfactor.com/
http://www.israjif.org/
http://www.impactjournals.us/
http://generalimpactfactor.com/
http://www.jifactor.com/
http://uifactor.org/
http://journals.indexcopernicus.com/
http://impactfactorservice.com/
http://isindexing.com/
http://www.drji.org/
http://www.cabells.com/
https://edulibs.org/
http://issuu.com/


Where to Get Papers for Your 

Research? 
 Dari pemerintah:

 http://e-resources.perpusnas.go.id

 http://simlitabmas.ristekdikti.go.id/ejournal/ (panduan bisa 

dilihat di 

http://simlitabmas.ristekdikti.go.id/ejournal/Panduan_Akses_E-

Resources_Kemenristekdikti_Tahun_2017.pdf

 Umum:

 http://doaj.org

 sci-hub (mis. http://sci-hub.tw)

 http://aisel.aisnet.org (bidang Sistem Informasi)

 http://researchgate.net



CHOOSING RESEARCH TOPICS 

FOR INTERNATIONAL 

PUBLICATION



Selecting A Topic for CS/IS Research

 Research: The activity of a diligent and systematic 

inquiry or investigation in an area, with the objective 

of discovering or revising facts, theories, applications 

etc.  The goal is to discover and disseminate new 

knowledge

 The key is Novelty, solving the gap in theory



Defining Research Gap(s)

 Melakukan literature review untuk menentukan state of the art 
(tabel, mindmap, dsb)

❑ Critical analysis terhadap literature yang ada (compare, contrast, 
criticize, summarize, synthesize) 

 Identifikasi research gap

❑ Topik/area yang masih belum lengkap/cukup informasinya

❑ Gap antara harapan dan kenyataan

 Contoh research gap

❑ Penelitian yang masih terbatas di negara maju, negara 
berkembang belum ada

❑ Peneliti sebagian besar melihat dari perspektif teknologi, belum ada
yang melihat dari faktor personal

❑ Kelemahan dari algoritma, yang tidak bisa menentukan parameter 
secara adaptif



How to assess the novelty of your research?

 Do a systematic literature review

 obtain the state of the art

 See the position of your work among others

 Is your work just repeating other researcher’s work?

Technolog

y Adoption

Technology 

characteristics

Benefits and 

Cost 

Technology 

readiness

Social 

Cognitive 

Stimulus, Org., 

Response (SOR)

Etc.

Existing literature

Technology, 

Organisation, 

Environment 

(TOE)

My work



How to assess the novelty of your research?

Sustainable 

Supply Chain 

Management

Critical 

Success 

Factors

Barriers in 

Adoption

Readiness 

Assessment

Business 

Impacts

Business 

Capability Req.

Etc.

Existing literature

ICT Capabilities 

Required for 

SSCM

My work

Context: Developed Countries

Research Gap: 
❑ The important 

roles of IT in 
SSCM

❑ Developing 
countries



WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO PUBLISH 

IN HIGH 

IMPACT FACTOR JOURNALS?



❑ Publish or perish

❑ Greater visibility of research findings

❑ Increase chances of citations

❑ Greater recognition among peers

❑ Associated benefits such as promotions, productivity 

allowances, etc

Why it is Important to Publish in High 

Impact Factor Journals



❑ Work of established scientists

❑ Results of general interest

❑ Novelty of findings 

❑ Concise and well written

Which Manuscript are Published in High 

Impact Factor Journals



❑ Concise but powerful

❑ Story like

❑ To the point

❑ Free from grammatical and stylistic errors

❑ Recognizing contributions of others 

❑ Technically correct

Attributes of a Good Manuscript



Deciding the Journal for Publishing

❑ Aim high- Go for first tier journals if you have time and 

temperament to write a good manuscript.

❑ Decide the target journal before writing or drafting the article.

❑ Prefer those journals which publish similar work or the journal 

articles you are citing for your work.

❑ If you think that your competitor is ahead of you, go for second tier 

rapid publication journal, because it is important to first  



Deciding the Journal for Publishing

❑ How to find the impact factor and rank for a 

journal?

 Journal Citation Report (JCR) Impact Factor – ISI 

Thompson (beware of another ISI impact used by 

predatory journals)

▪ SCI, SSCI, SCIE, ESCI

 SJR – Scopus

 Journal List from reputable organization (ERA Australia, 
ABS Journal Ranking, etc) 



Deciding the Journal for Publishing

❑ Example Scopus Ranking based on SJR

Q1, Q2, Q3, and Q4 (the highest is Q1)

 See http://scimagojr.com



 Example Scopus Ranking based on SJR

 Q1, Q2, Q3, and Q4 (the highest is Q1)





Deciding the Journal for Publishing

❑ Do all journals charge publishing fee to authors?

 NO!!!

❑ Reputable publishers (IEEE, Elsevier, Springer, Palgarve, etc.) 
usually offer two options to authors: open access vs non open 
access

 If we choose an open access mode, we have to pay some 
money to publisher

❑ Some publishers also offer open access mode with free of 
charge (usually affiliated with university)

 Knowledge Management & E-Learning (KMEL), Journal of 
Theoretical and Applied Electronic Commerce Research 
(JTAER), Electronic Journal of University of Malaya (Malaysian 
Journal of Computer Science, Malaysian Journal of Library & 
Information Science, etc), International Journal on Smart 
Sensing and Intelligent Systems, etc



❑ Recommended publishers for beginner(free publishing fee 

and easier to get accepted)

 Inderscience

 IGI Global

❑ Some journals may have an impact factor, but easy to get 

accepted there, for example:

o Library Hi Tech News (emerald, 

https://www.emeraldinsight.com/loi/lhtn)

o International Journal of Reasoning-based Intelligent Systems 

(inderscience, 

http://www.inderscience.com/jhome.php?jcode=ijris)

Deciding the Journal for Publishing

https://www.emeraldinsight.com/loi/lhtn


Points to be Considered before Publishing 

❑Targeted audience

❑Prestige of journal and your own institution

❑Access (open access/ subscribed)
 availability free of charge on the World Wide Web

 On payment

❑ Impact factor of the journal

❑Probability of acceptance

❑Publication time



How to Write A Scholarly 

Paper
Dr. Achmad Nizar Hidayanto

Sabtu, 30 Mei 2020, APTIKOM



Key Elements of Publishing

 Ethical Issues

 Style and language

 Structure of paper

 Components of paper

 Article submission/journal selection

 Publisher’s process/peer review



Ethical Issues
 Disclosure of Conflict of Interest

 Acknowledgment of funding sources

 Image manipulation guidelines

 Online submission - supplemental information (datasets, videos)

 For Health Sciences

 Submission of a Clinical Trials to a Central   

Registry

 Institutional Review Board approval

See: Blackwell Science - Best Practice Guidelines on Publishing Ethics

http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/Publicationethics/

http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/Publicationethics/


Style and Language

 Refer to the journal’s author guide for notes on style (see 
Publishing Skills Web-Bibliography for examples)

 Some authors write their paper with a specific journal in mind

 Others write the paper and then adapt it to fit the style of a journal 
they subsequently choose

 Objective is to report your findings and conclusions clearly and 
concisely as possible



Style and Language

 If English is not your first language, find a native English 
speaker (if possible) to review the content and language of 
the paper before submitting it

 At first, you can use the googletranslate to help you in  translating 
your paper 

 Regardless of primary language, find a colleague/editor to 
review the content and language of the paper



Structure of a Paper

Scientific writing follows a rigid structure –

a format developed over hundreds of years

Consequently, a paper can be read at several levels:

 Some people just will refer to the title 

 Others may read only the title and abstract 

 Others will read the paper for a deeper understanding



Components of a Paper – Basic Template

Section Purpose 

Title Clearly describes contents 

Authors Ensures recognition for the writer(s) 

Abstract Describes what was done  

Key Words (some journals) 
 Ensures the article is correctly identified 
in abstracting and indexing services 

Introduction Explains the problem 

Literature Review 
Discuss what the discipline (your 

audience) already knows 

Methods Explains how the data were collected 

  

Results Describes what was discovered 

Discussion Discusses the implications of the findings 

Conclusion Conclude your research finding 

Acknowledgements 
Ensures those who helped in the research 

are recognised 

References 
Ensures previously published work is 

recognised 

Appendices (some journals) 
Provides supplemental data for the expert 

reader 
 



Authors Listing

 ONLY include those who have made an intellectual contribution 
to the research

 OR those who will publicly defend the data and conclusions, 
and who have approved the final version 

 Order of the names of the authors can vary from discipline to 
discipline

 In some fields, the corresponding author’s name appears first



Title

 Describes the paper’s content clearly and precisely 

including keywords 

 Is the advertisement for the article

 Do not use abbreviations and jargon 

 Search engines/indexing databases depend on the 

accuracy of the title - since they use the keywords to 

identify relevant articles



Title

Titles should be interesting and reflect the content of the 
paper. Include key constructs in the title.

Examples:

Examining cloud computing adoption intention, pricing 
mechanism, and deployment model (Hsu, Ray, & Li-Hsieh , 
2014).

Moody news: The impact of collective emotion ratings on 
online news consumers’ attitudes, memory, and 
behavioral intentions (Myrick & Wojdynski, 2016).



Abstract

 Briefly summarize (often 150 words) - the problem, the method, the 
results, and the conclusions so that  

 The reader can decide whether or not to read the whole article 

 Together, the title and the abstract should stand on their own

 Many authors write the abstract last so that it accurately reflects 
the content of the paper

See: The Structured Abstract: An Essential Tool for 
Research
https://www.mlanet.org/page/structured-abstract

https://www.mlanet.org/page/structured-abstract


Example of Abstract

Examining cloud computing adoption intention, pricing mechanism, and deployment 
model (Hsu, Ray, & Li-Hsieh , 2014).

“Cloud computing is a new information technology (IT) paradigm that promises to 
revolutionize traditional IT delivery through reduced costs, greater elasticity, and 
ubiquitous access. On the surface, adopting cloud computing requires a firm to address 
many of the same concerns they face in adopt-ing any enterprise IT. However, cloud 
technologies also offer new pricing and deployment strategies that are unavailable in 
traditional enterprise solutions. It is unclear how previous research frameworks of 
enterprise IT adoption relate to these new adoption strategies. To bridge this gap in the 
literature, our study uses the technology–organization–environment (TOE) framework of 
innovation diffusion theory to develop a cloud service adoption model that deals with 
not only adoption intention, but also pricing mechanisms and deployment models. Our 
research model has been empirically tested using 200Taiwanese firms. We found that: (1) 
Cloud adoption is still at its initial stage, since the adoption rates are very low; (2) the 
perceived benefits, business concerns, and IT capability within the TOE framework are 
significant determinants of cloud computing adoption, while external pressure is not; (3) 
firms with greater IT capability tend to choose the pay-as-you-go pricing mechanism; (4) 
business concern is the most important factor influencing the choice of deployment 

model, with higher concerns leading to private deployment options..” (Reinecke & 
Hofmann, 2016) 

Problem

Method

Conclusion



Introduction

 Clearly state the:

 Problem being investigated 

 Background that explains the problem 

 Reasons for conducting the research

 Summarize relevant research (state of the art) to provide context 

 Identify the research gaps that you want to address

 Identify the questions (objectives) you are answering 

 Discuss the theoretical foundation used to answer the questions 

and their rational

 Explain what other findings, if any, you are challenging or 

extending 



Example of Introduction
 Examining cloud computing adoption intention, pricing mechanism, 

and deployment model (Hsu, Ray, & Li-Hsieh , 2014).

States of the art

Research gap



Example of Introduction

Moody news: The impact of collective emotion ratings on online 

news consumers’ attitudes, memory, and behavioral intentions

Theoretical 

foundation



Literature Review

 To show the current state of knowledge as well as 

to highlight your contribution. So do not just focus 

on others’ work but also voice yours. Provide 

thorough discussions of the current literature 

insights for each of the key constructs and 

relationships between them.

 Research is about advancing understanding, so 

literature review must not necessarily lead to filling 

the gap. What is more important is advancing 

understanding, not simply filling any gaps. You can 

use a model to depict your theory. 

 Hypotheses: tell a story that explains why the 

relationships exist.

Related works

Theoretical Foundations

Hypotheses 

Development/ 

Theoretical Framework



Example of Literature Review
 Examining cloud computing adoption intention, 

pricing mechanism, and deployment model (Hsu, 
Ray, & Li-Hsieh , 2014).

Present the previous 

works as a “story”
Not a good literature 

review





Example of Literature Review
 Examining cloud computing adoption intention, pricing 

mechanism, and deployment model (Hsu, Ray, & Li-Hsieh 
, 2014).



Example of Hypotheses Development

 Examining cloud computing adoption intention, pricing 

mechanism, and deployment model (Hsu, Ray, & Li-Hsieh , 2014).



Example of Hypotheses Development

 Examining cloud computing adoption intention, pricing 

mechanism, and deployment model (Hsu, Ray, & Li-Hsieh , 2014).

Research model



Methods

 Provide the reader enough details so they can understand
and replicate your research 

 Explain how you studied the problem, identify the 
procedures you followed, and order these chronologically 
where possible 

 Explain new methodology in detail; otherwise name the 
method and cite the previously published work 

 For example: “thematic analysis as outlined by Braun and 
Clarke (2006) was conducted to identify anxiety themes, using 
the constant comparative method (Creswell, 2007), which 
consists of six basic phases.

 Include the frequency of observations, what types of data 
were recorded, etc. 

 Be precise in describing measurements and include errors 
of measurement or research design limits



Gerald had begun to think that his 

methodology was too detailed.



Example of Methods - Survey
 Examining cloud computing adoption intention, 

pricing mechanism, and deployment model 
(Hsu, Ray, & Li-Hsieh , 2014).

Research instrument 

Data collection procedure

Data evaluation



Example of Methods - Experimental

Moody news: The impact of collective emotion ratings on online news consumers’ 

attitudes, memory, and behavioral intentions (Myrick & Wojdynski, 2016).



Example of Methods - Experimental
Moody news: The impact of collective emotion ratings on online news consumers’ 

attitudes, memory, and behavioral intentions (Myrick & Wojdynski, 2016).



Example a Wrong Research Method

Ini adalah

TAHAPAN 

PENELITIAN BUKAN

METODE 

PENELITIAN



Results

 Objectively present your findings, and explain what was found 

 Show that your new results are contributing to the body of 
scientific knowledge

 Follow a logical sequence based on the tables and figures 
presenting the findings to answer the question or hypothesis

 Figures should have a brief description (a legend), providing the 
reader sufficient information to know how the data were 
produced

Quantitative:
1) Demografi Responden

2) Hasil Pengolahan Data 

(misalnya hasil pengolahan

SPSS, sampai hipotesis

diterima/ditolak)

3) Diskusi (interpretasi hasil dan 

kaitannya dengan penelitian

sebelumnya)

4) Implikasi penelitian, secara

praktis maupun teoretis) 

Qualitative:
1) Demografi Responden

2) Hasil Pengolahan Data 

(misalnya berupa analisis

tematik, dengan menyitir

perkataan responden)

3) Diskusi (interpretasi hasil dan 

kaitannya dengan penelitian

sebelumnya)

4) Implikasi penelitian, secara

praktis maupun teoretis) 

Experimental:
1) Hasil Pengolahan Data 

(misalnya laporan kinerja

metode yang diusulkan)

2) Diskusi (interpretasi hasil dan 

kaitannya dengan penelitian

sebelumnya)



Example of Results (Quantitative)

 Examining cloud 
computing 
adoption 
intention, 
pricing 
mechanism, 
and 
deployment 
model (Hsu, 
Ray, & Li-Hsieh , 
2014).



Example of Results (Qualitative)

Kutipan ke

perkataan

responden



Example of Results (Experimental)



DISCUSSION

 Discuss your findings and carefully and explicitly articulate 

your theory/ new insight of understanding.

 Discuss how the data and findings advance the literature 

or our understanding of the phenomenon. Tie your 
discussion to the literature in terms of theoretical 

contribution, methodological contribution and practice 

contribution. 

 Articulate why or how your contributions are important for 
researchers (theoretical implications) and practitioners 

(practical implications). (Note: choose research question 

wisely.  Look for important contribution)



EXAMPLE OF DISCUSSION

 Examining cloud computing adoption intention, 
pricing mechanism, and deployment model (Hsu, 
Ray, & Li-Hsieh , 2014).



Implikasi teori

Implikasi praktis

EXAMPLE OF DISCUSSION

Examining cloud 
computing adoption 
intention, pricing 
mechanism, and 
deployment model 
(Hsu, Ray, & Li-Hsieh , 
2014).



Conclusion

 Conclude your research findings in brief according to your 

research results

 Do not extend your conclusions beyond what is directly supported by 

your results - avoid undue speculation

 You could include the limitations (boundary, methodological 

etc.) and future research sections in this section. Including the 

limitation helps the readers to interpret the findings more 

appropriately. 



Example of Conclusion

Limitation

Future research 

direction

Moody news: The impact of collective emotion 

ratings on online news consumers’ attitudes, 

memory, and behavioral intentions (Myrick & 

Wojdynski, 2016).



References

 Whenever you draw upon previously published work, you must
acknowledge the source

 Any information not from your experiment and not ‘common 
knowledge’ should be recognized by a citation 

 How references are presented varies considerably - refer to 
notes for authors for the specific journal 

 Avoid references that are difficult to find

 Avoid listing related references that were not important to the 
study



Final Notes (Daft, 1995)

 Various parts of the paper must fit together. 

 Introduction, theory, method, results and discussion sections 

must be in alignment.

 Must show theory skill, design skill, writing skill. 



Thank you. 

Any questions?


